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	Your Name: Carla Schaeffer
	Location: Phoenixville, Pennsylvania
	What Inspires You to Create?: I have always been an avid re-cycler/re-user/re-claimer, and after furnishing my home with vintage finds, it is only natural that this would carry over into my artwork.  My unique found art floral displays are lovingly assembled using vintage treasures that make me happy. My love of gardening and anything floral  is reflected in every piece, and using pieces that remind the viewer of their personal history or relationships, such as a mother’s china pattern or a favorite enameled pin brings me joy.  I've always also been attracted to crochet and lacework - it reminds me of my own family history.  Wire crochet jewelry is my way of recreating those traditions and passing them on for future generations to enjoy.
	Principal Medium: Found Object Mosaic Bouquets & Wire Crochet Jewelry
	Creating Art: Carla has always been creative, and has enjoyed "making things" since she was a child.  Art has been a source of healing for her in recent years after nerve injuries and a subsequent brain injury sidelined her business career. 
	Juried/Invitational: Artful Wishes, Make A Wish Foundation, Philadelphia, PA; Art Ability, Bryn Mawr Rehab Hospital, Malvern, PA; The Art Gallery at the Devon Horse Show, Devon, PA;  Chester County Studio Tour; Journeys: Carla Schaeffer & Michael Riley Hill, Phoenix Village Art Center, Phoenixville, PA; Resourced/Reclaim, ArtFusion19464, Pottstown, PA; Art on the Hill, The Pottstown Art Show, SOMA New Art Gallery "Mermaid Guild" Cape May, NJ
	Awards: Best In Show, Honorable Mention, and People's Choice Awards at various local juried art shows. 
	Art Associations: 
	Information: Every floral bouquet I create feels like I am solving a puzzle and painting a picture, and it’s all wrapped up into one very meditative and healing process.  By incorporating found objects into my mosaics, I have been able to take my search, rescue, rehabilitation, and upcycling skills to a whole new level.  I love working with chipped, mismatched, broken, forgotten, or otherwise imperfect treasures.  It gives me great pleasure to find ways to use their imperfections and turn them into beautiful objects of art, and I especially enjoy the challenge of taking man-made objects and repurposing them to reflect the beauty we see all around us in nature.   In a way, by bringing new life to these forgotten treasures, I am slowly repairing the broken bits and pieces of my own life through the process of creating.
	Art Education: Carla has developed her skills as an artist through workshops with various local, regional, and nationally known ceramic, mosaic and jewelry artists. She creates in her studio at the Coleman Artist Studios, a supportive art community in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania.    


